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INSTRUMENTATION

* Flute, doubling on piccolo

e Oboe
e (larinet in Bb
e Bassoon

e HominF

* Freebass accordion

*  Violin

*  Violoncello

* Medea: soprano (C4 — Ct6)
e Jason: baritone (Bb2 — G4)

Text based on the translation by Philip Vellacott.

SCENE BACKGROUND

This scene starts just before Medea and Jason’s first meeting. She has learned that Jason is to marry
Creon’s daughter and has just had her conversation with Creon, in which she is banished from Corinth.
Jason arrives after Medea’s initial statement and each tries to blame the other for their complicated
situation. Jason claims that the marriage is purely political and aimed at ensuring a better future for
Medea and their children. Medea sees Jason as a self-serving liar who has abandoned her for money and
a younger woman. They argue without result and then both storm off.

NOTATION
All instruments play senza vibrato unless otherwise marked.

Quartertones are notated in the score as follows. Fingerings are not provided for woodwind quartertones
because they vary between individual instruments. The titles of several resources for quartertone
woodwind fingerings are listed below.

3/4 flat 1/4 flat 1/4 sharp 3/4 sharp

New Sounds for Woodwinds — Bruno Bartolozzi, trans. Reginald Smith Brindle

The Woodwinds: Performance and Instructional Techniques — Everett L. Timm

The Other Flute: a Performance Manual of Contemporary Techniques — Robert Dick
The Avant-Garde Flute — Thomas Howell

Metodo per Oboe — Lawrence Singer, trans. Reginald Smith Brindle

New Directions for Clarinet — Phillip Rehfeldt

The Twentieth Century Clarinetist — Allen Sigel

1l fagotto: altre techniche: nuove fonti di espressione musicale — Sergio Penazzi

General Notation

! — Placeholder stems, used to mark duration for a glissando.




| = = Crescendo from silence, diminuendo to silence.
N=4"_6"
ad lib. ~ . . . .
te - The figure is repeated at irregular intervals ranging
. 1 between 4 and 6 seconds apart, for the duration of the
— .
o<1)>o hne.

Vocal Notation

? Lowest pitch.

v

S possibile 3

> > >

= Sprechgesang, partially between singing and speaking.

X X X 4(
o o o o
per-ish this whole house!

Sung in a free flowing rhythm, at the performer’s discretion.
I hold that cre - dit

Woodwind Notation

E Airy almost—pitchless sound using the fingering for the given note.
PP =

i Jn Air blown through the instrument without producing a definite pitch.

@ Breathe as needed or circular breathing.



Forceful kissing of the reed(s) or mouthpiece in such a manner as to

y v b . Y h produce a sharp percussive “smack”.
> >

L

Flute: airy sound moving from silence to a tongue ram and then quickly moving back to
silence.

Accordion Notation

> >
ﬁ B — Cluster of all chromatic pitches between the two noteheads.
Same as above but used when the physical space between notes on
o the staff is narrow.
v\v

Approximate pitch cluster: all chromatic notes in the general area of the square notehead.
/4

String Notation

mm—————“-~»»~ Gradually moving from no vibrato to a full vibrato.

w
:ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ A full vibrato for the duration of the wavy line.
\ [
\\_d—‘
N ------- SP ------ N
— ‘ - Gradually moving from normal playing position to su/ ponticello and back
_.D ’D ’{ J\_ again.
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